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THE KING'S MARKETS, who appeared at pleasure to examine and
stamp the public weights and measures, and, if he did no worse
than demand horses to carry him and his men to the next town,
the burgesses felt grateful to a kindly fate

Such being the state of insecurity in which the townsmen
lived, it is not surprising to find them combining to secure for
themselves the control of those things, on account of which
lord, sheriff, or other king's official claimed the right to interfere

Privileges secured by the Towns.   Henry I set the example

of granting to burgesses on demesne lands the right to rule and
tax themselves, and the twelfth century saw a large number of
charters given to the towns, for Henry II for some years followed
his grandfather's course, and John has been called the charter-
monger.

What were the privileges the towns secured ?

(a) First and foremost they got rid of the sheriff
(i) by farming their own taxes, and
(ii) by having their own courts.

The first of these is known as the fitma bwgi, by which they
paid a fixed sum to the king and then taxed themselves to meet
it. The second they secured by substituting the borough court